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TuTor 
To The Top

The compeTiTion for leading school places becomes 

Tougher every year. parT of ThaT paTh To success is finding 

a good TuTor, buT sourcing one can seem as overwhelming 

as finding a greaT briTish school. educaTion wriTer 

amanda consTance has puT TogeTher a guide for Tengoal 

on how To negoTiaTe The minefield
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Does my child need a tutor? Extra 
support can be invaluable for a child who 
needs help academically, or a child who 
has missed school through illness or who 
has a specific learning difficulty. For in-
ternational families who want their chil-
dren in the British education system, a tu-
tor can facilitate that transition, whether 
it be getting a pupil’s English up to speed, 
exam preparation, or making up for dif-
ferences in the curriculum. Lucy Cawk-
well, of tutor agency Osborne Cawkwell, 
says: “Moving country is a very stress-
ful experience, particularly if the child 
doesn’t speak English. Working with a 
tutor, who can tell them what school is 
like, particularly boarding, will provide 
emotional support as well as preparing 
them academically.” 

At what age should tutoring start? 
Tutors often prepare children for specif-
ic exams: the 7+ for prep school assess-
ments, the 11+ for selective independent 
and grammar schools and the 13+ or 
Common Entrance for the major public 
schools. Tutors may also be called on for 
GCSE, A-Levels (or IB) and Oxbridge 
examinations. The pinch points for fami-

lies wanting to enter the private educa-
tion system are the 7+ and 11 or 13+. 
As Charles Bonas of tutor agency Bonas 
MacFarlane says: “Everybody needs tui-
tion because the [private] schools system 
is so competitive and tutoring gives you a 
clear advantage. To get into the top senior 
and independent schools – particularly in 
London – gets more difficult every year.”

How long before the exams should tu-
toring begin? “The key is to get going 
as early as possible,” says Lucy Cawkwell. 
“If English as a second language is a big 
issue, the children will often really need 
to work in it before starting school over 
here.” Two years before the 11+ is the ide-
al. “This makes it a more relaxed process,” 
says Stephen Spriggs, managing director 
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of William Clarence Education. “It means 
we have time to build good relationships 
and cement good learning habits.” As a 
minimum, tutoring should start no less 
than six months before the 11 + exams.

How do I find a top-notch tutor? Talk 
to friends and colleagues who have been 
through the process. Interview own-
ers of several leading agencies. Question 
the agencies’ safeguarding protocols. Do 
these people seem honest? Can you trust 
them with your child’s education? Does 
the agency have more experienced tutors 
or only use wet-behind-the-ears gradu-
ates? Ask for parent references and follow 
them up. State your personal preferences. 
Talk money. And meet the tutor without 
your child. 

Do the agencies offer different things? 
Yes. Some, such as Osborne Cawkwell, of-
fer tuition only. Some offer a schools’ place-
ment service. Agencies such as Tutors In-
ternational specialise in residential tuition, 
placing tutors in private homes, in Britain 
and abroad. Other agencies do everything. 

How do I know the tutor will be up to 
scratch? An agency is as only as good as 
its tutors. Some agencies will have a rela-
tively small number of professional tutors, 
some have a vast data base of contacts, 
varying from the jobbing Oxford gradu-
ate to career tutors.  Lucy Cawkwell says: 
“Our USP is the care we take with each geTTing your child 

inTo a parTicular 

school is one Thing, 

Them sTaying There 

and being happy  

is anoTher.

Stephen SpriggS

Here at Granary Nanny Agency, we 
offer a bespoke range of nanny and 
household services tailored to suit 
your needs.

Childcare professionals since 2003, 

Granary Nanny Agency provides 

quality staffi ng solutions for families, 

households and estates.

From Governesses and Nannies to 

Housekeepers and Mothers Helps, 

Granary Nanny Agency takes the time 

to understand your requirements before 

fi nding the right candidate for you.

Our team of professionals understand 

the importance of providing a nurturing, 

supportive and safe service to your 

family.

Let Granary Nanny Agency give you 

peace of mind by providing the right 

match for you and your family. 

Call us today on 0333 990 1010 or visit our website at 
www.granarycare.com
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School DeaDlineS
There is a plethora of dates that 

parents needs to know as their 

children proceed through the uK 

education system – be it state or 

private. Tengoal tries to make life 

easier by publishing the key ones 

here for 2016 just to give you that 

extra edge in helping your child 

achieve their best. 

School
State primary School  

– all applications must be received  

by 15 January 2016

primary State School Allocation 

-  16 april 2016

State Senior School  

– all applications must be received 

by 31 october

11+ test dates - september 2016

Senior State School Allocation  

– 1 march 2017

For more information go to  

www.gov.uk/schools-admissions/

applying

Common entrance at 11+ - exams 

are sat in november and January

Common entrance at 13+ - exams 

are sat in november, January and 

may/June

For more information go to  

www.iseb.co.uk/parents/

examination-dates-timetables

UniVeRSiTY
UCAS (university and colleges 

admission services)

Deadline for the majority of 2016 

entry courses – 15 January 2016

some art and design courses  

– 24 march 2016

Oxford or Cambridge entry  

– 15 october 2016 (for 2017 entry)

Medical, veterinary and dentistry 

– 15 october 2016 (for 2017 entry)

For more information on course 

deadlines go to www.ucas.com/

ucas/undergraduate/ 

getting-started/when-apply

conTacTS BooK
Bonas MacFarlane – 

www.bonasmacfarlane.co.uk

Osborne Cawkwell – 

www.oc-ec.com

SgA education –  

www.sga-education.com

tutors international –  

www.tutors-international.com 

William Clarence education – 

www.williamclarence.com

client; when we pick tutors, we pick them 
individually to match the client.” William 
Clarence use only professional tutors. “We 
have a much smaller tutor base than many 
other agencies. It’s a more personal ser-
vice and therefore much more reliable.”

How will they assess my child?
Each agency has its own system for as-
sessing academic performance. Some use 
computer programs, some use specialised 
tutors, but all good agencies will want 
to meet you and your child. They will 
want to get to know you, your aspirations 
and understand how the whole family is 
placed. “It is important to get an idea of 
the personality of the child,” says Stephen 
Spriggs, “all too often, even parents will 
ignore it.” Agencies will then devise a tu-
toring plan and create a short list of pos-
sible schools.  “We put a bespoke package 
together for the family,” says Spriggs. “It’s 
about having a partner in the process. It is 
not about someone ringing us up and we 
give them a place at Eton.”



Over 20 years of Tutorial Excellence.

Why Osborne Cawkwell
We carefully match the right tutor with 
each student, allowing them to flourish 
and succeed.

Our wealth of experience and passion 
for education combine to offer you an 
outstanding service.

We care about each student; we care about
each tutor; we are dedicated to creating 
and fostering excellent relationships.

HOURLY PRIVATE TUITION 
IN LONDON 

RESIDENTIAL TUITION IN THE 
UK AND ABROAD

EXAM PREPARATION

HOME SCHOOLING 

Osborne Cawkwell
11 Elvaston Place London SW7 5QG

E: enquiries@oc-ec.com T: +44 (0)20 7584 5355
W: www.oc-ec.com

Over 20 years of Tutorial Excellence.
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How to avoid putting too much pres-
sure on the child? “The key is finding 
the balance between hothousing a child 
and giving them support,” says Charles 
Bonas. “We might start at five or six to 
prepare a child for the 7+, but often that’s 
too young; it all depends on the child.” 
Bonas Macfarlane can provide tuition for 
a three or four year-old to learn English 
as a second language, but this is always 
done through play; it is “too young for for-
mal education”. 

What about online tuition? Tony Lit-
tle, the recently departed head of Eton, 
has predicted that 50% of learning will be 
online within the next decade. Online tui-
tion is a booming business and companies 
vary hugely in the quality of provision. 
There is a big difference between repu-
table agencies relying more on Skype for 
overseas students, and tuition agencies 
that only exist online. Many are good, 
some not so great; it is a largely unregu-
lated market. The obvious bonus is that 
it’s much cheaper. 

Lucy Cawkwell says: “In the last few 
years the Russians have become a lot more 
cost-conscious. You can’t beat one-to-one 
teaching, but the specialist tutors who teach 
via Skype are able to engage with the pupil 
and create that relationship virtually.”  

Is there a perfect school? Don’t push 
your child towards a school where they 
won’t make the academic standard. Take 
advice from your agency and listen to 
their recommendations. Don’t be attract-
ed by only the starriest schools. “There 
is a brand obsession overseas,” says 
Charles Bonas. “For too many people in 
Asia, for example, it matters incredibly. 
That’s crazy. There are so many fantastic 
British schools that are less well known 
– Shrewsbury and Uppingham spring 
to mind.” Stephen Spriggs cautions that 
it must be about the child’s well-being. 
“Getting your child into a particular 
school is one thing, them staying there 
and being happy is another.”




